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 This research aimed to identify the indirect speech act and the intended meaning of the 
utterances in the movie Sherlock: The Empty Hearse. The data were taken directly from 
the movie dialogue, focusing on the indirect speech acts uttered by the characters, and the 
context of the occurrence of the utterance. The collected data were transferred to a table, 
which were analyzed using descriptive qualitative method. The data collection and 
analysis resulted in the findings of 11 data of indirect speech acts. The characters in the 
movie used indirect speech acts as request, command, suggestion, invitation, and refusal. 
Based on the findings, there were five data belonged to refusal speech acts, two request 
speech acts, one invitation speech act, two command speech acts, and one suggestion 
speech act. This showed that indirect speech act utterances in the movie were mainly used 
by the characters as a refusal to an offer or invitation. 
 
 




The language includes literal and intended 
meaning that often causes different 
interpretation by the speaker and hearer. The 
hearer may interpret the ideas differently than 
what the speaker actually means. Context of the 
interaction influences the meaning or the ideas 
that actually intended to be delivered. This what 
makes language must be understood not only 
literally, but also non-literally. One might say 
“Can you lift your head?” but does not intend to 
ask a question. In such utterance, the meaning 
cannot always be taken literally, because there 
are different functions of the sentence. The 
speaker may or may not actually ask about 
something. In other words, the hearer not only 
will take the utterance as simply a question, but 
also a request. The true intention of the speaker 
may be different from the content that is 
communicated. Thus, performing such 
utterances is called indirect speech act, because 
the intention is not delivered explicitly, and 
meant to cause the hearer to do something.  
The difference between direct and indirect 
speech acts is whether what is said matches 
what is meant. Cutting (2002) said that direct 
speech act is done to communicate the literal 
meaning, and there is a direct relationship 
between the form and the function, while 
indirect speech act does not have it. Indirect 
speech act is used mainly because it is related 
with politeness, since it eliminates the 
unpleasant vibe of the message. Using indirect 
speech acts is a kind of negative politeness 
strategies. Negative politeness strategies is 
associated with indirect speech acts and is meant 
to show respect. On the other hand, positive 
politeness is associated with direct speech acts 
and is meant to show solidarity. Negative 
politeness strategies emphasizes in 
minimization of imposition, and is meant to 




speech act has a tendency to be more polite 
because of the increasing of optionality, and 
also it diminishes its force. Yule (1996) defines 
politeness in interaction as a way to show 
awareness of another person’s face.  However, 
performing indirect speech acts may results in a 
less clear interpretation by the hearer. It is 
caused by the ambiguity of the meaning, which 
sometimes cause the hearer mistaking the literal 
meaning to be the actual message. Such 
utterances are often found in daily life, 
indicating that direct and indirect speech act are 
part of human interaction, and are also found in 
movies, as they are a reflection of real life. 
A movie is a recorded motion picture which 
tells a story that people can watch on screen or 
television. Vassiliou (2006) defines a movie as 
a form of entertainment, where a story or 
narrative is presented and re-enacted by the 
characters through their interaction. Elsaesser & 
Buckland (2002) describes movie as a mirror, 
and as a kind of doubling of life itself, which 
image, movement, and sound have certain 
effects on human beings. Ebert (2010) believes 
a good movie allows the audience to empathize 
with other people whose lives are different. 
Therefore, movies are seen as a reflection of real 
life and society, which cause the audience to be 
affected by the way the characters play their 
role.  
“Sherlock: The Empty Hearse” is the first 
episode of the third series of Sherlock directed 
by Jeremy Lovering. It is written by Mark Gatiss 
and co-written by Steven Moffat, based on the 
works of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. It is about 
Sherlock, who faked his death for two years, and 
kept it a secret from this friend, John, was asked 
to investigate a massive terror attack in London. 
The movie underlines the friendship between 
Sherlock and John, where one might make 
mistake, but there will always be a second 
chance. Direct and indirect speech act utterances 
are shown in the movie, since it includes 
interactions between the characters. The speaker 
may express his/her message explicitly, or 
implicitly, and the listener may or may not 
successfully recognize it. Therefore, an analysis 
will be done to analyze this kind of utterance.  
There were researchers who conducted 
analysis of speech acts. Prasadana (2019) in his 
thesis entitled “An Analysis of Types of Speech 
Acts in Whiplash Movie by Damien Chazelle” 
emphasized the type of the speech acts found in 
the movie. However, Cahya (2016) in her 
research entitled “Analysis of Requesting 
Speech Act in the Movie Frozen by Walt 
Disney” accentuated the classification of 
request speech acts, and the politeness strategy 
in the movie.  
The writer used “Sherlock: The Empty 
Hearse” for this research because it provided 
indirect speech acts needed for the analysis. The 
analysis focused on the interpretation of the 
indirect speech acts. In determining it, context 
was needed to be brought into consideration, 
since the utterances could not always be 
interpreted literally. By conducting this 
research, the writer implemented what she had 
learned about indirect speech act in Pragmatics. 
Furthermore, it was hoped that this research will 
be able to give contribution to the students of 
English Education Study Program as the 
material in Pragmatics subject, and also inspires 
them to do further research on this matter.  
Based on the consideration above, the writer 
was interested in conducting a research to 
analyze the indirect speech acts in “Sherlock: 




Since the need of this research is to identify 
the indirect speech act utterances, and describe 
the context and the intended meaning of the 
utterances in the movie, therefore, the method 
the writer used was descriptive qualitative. 
Descriptive method aims to describe and 
interpret the data. Lune & Berg (2017) refer 
qualitative research as a research related to the 
meanings, concepts, definitions, characteristics, 




Document analysis was used in this 
research. It was based on existing resources, that 
is “Sherlock: The Empty Hearse” movie 
transcript. According to Bowen (2009), 
documents contain text (words) and images that 
have been recorded without a researcher’s 
intervention. The data in this research were 
collected from the dialogue in Sherlock: The 
Empty Hearse. Some steps applied by the writer 
to obtain the data and information related to this 
research were: 1) Watching the movie in order 
to gain comprehension and to find information 
related to the objectives of the study; 2) 
Rewriting the dialogues or the subtitle; 3) 
Identifying the indirect speech acts utterances 
by referring to the indirect relation between the 
sentence form (declarative, interrogative, 
imperative) and their function. 
The tool used to collect the data is a table. 
It was used to help sorting and analyzing the 
data collected. The writer managed the data 
and put them into the table as follows:
 
Table 1. Data Collection from Sherlock: The Empty Hearse Movie 
Datum Dialogue Context Form Function 
 
A 





































After the data were collected, some steps 
applied by the writer in order to analyze them 
were: 1) Re-watching the movie in order to gain 
a deeper understanding about the context, which 
would influence the interpretation of the indirect 
speech acts; 2) Describing the context of the 
dialogues happen in the movie based on the 
theory by Holmes (2013) which states that the 
language that people use will be influenced by 
the participant (related to the people who are 
speaking and whom they are speaking to), 
setting or social context of interaction, topic 
being talked about, and function, which related 
to the reason why people are speaking; 3) 
Describing the intended meaning behind the 
occurrence of the speech acts by giving the 
plausible interpretation based on the context of 







RESEARCH FINDING AND DISCUSSION 
Results 
The writer identified the indirect speech acts 
utterances by sorting the dialogues uttered by 
the characters in the movie by taking into 
consideration the mismatch between the 
sentence form (declarative, interrogative, 
imperative) and their function (e.g. interrogative 
sentence is used to ask questions). The context 
was briefly explained in the table as a basis to 
determine the interpretation of the indirect 
speech acts. From the dialogue, the writer found 
11 indirect speech acts uttered by the characters 
in the movie, which marked by bold. The 
context obtained by watching, and 
understanding the movie plot, also by 
considering the participants, setting, the topic 
being talked about, and the function, as to why 
the utterance occurred in the movie. There were 
five data belonged to refusal speech acts, two 
request speech acts, one invitation speech act, 
two command speech acts, and one suggestion 
speech act. The example of the results of this 
research were interpreted in the following table; 
 
Table 1. Data Collection from Sherlock: The Empty Hearse Movie 




Sherlock : Keep your eyes 
fixed on me. Will you do this 
for me? 
John : Do what? 
Sherlock : This phone call—
it’s… it’s my note. 
 







S  Rooftop, street,  day 
 
 
T  Sherlock was leaving a 




F  Sherlock  asking John  








Mycroft : A small thank you 
wouldn’t go amiss. 
Sherlock : For what? 
Mycroft : For wading in 
 







S  Mycroft’s private room 
 
 
T  Mycroft and Sherlock’ 





F  As a response to 






Mycroft : You know, it’s 
just possible that you won’t 
be welcomed. 
Sherlock : No it isn’t. Now, 
where is it? 
 
 







S  Mycroft’s private room 
 
 
T  John Watson who did 
not know that 
Sherlock’s still alive. 
 
 
F As a response to 
Sherlock who was 
insisting on meeting 






John : I don’t care how 
you faked it, Sherlock. I wanna 
know why. 
Sherlock : Why? Because 
Moriarty had to be stopped. 
Oh... “Why” as in… I see. Yes. 
“Why” That’s a little more 
difficult to explain. 
John : I’ve got all night. 
 







S  A café, at night, with 
some other people 
sitting behind them 
 
 
T The reason why 




death and kept it a 
secret from John. 
 
 
F As a response because 
Sherlock tried to avoid 





Sherlock : I’m just passing the 
time. Let’s do deductions. 
Client left this while I was out. 
What do you reckon? 
Mycroft : I’m busy. 
 







S  Sherlock’s flat 
 
 
T  Sherlock challenging 
Mycroft to play a 
game which they 
always had back then. 
 
 






Based on the finding, the utterances showed 
a mismatch between the sentence form and their 
function. Context was considered to be brought 
to distinguish the indirect speech acts from 
direct speech acts. Indirect speech act occurs 
when the intended meaning does not match with 
the form in the surface. Searle (1979) explains 
that someone who uses an indirect speech act 
wants to communicate a different meaning from 
the apparent surface meaning; the form and 
function are not directly related, and the 
illocutionary act is performed indirectly by way 
of performing another. Cutting (2002) describes 
indirect speech act as one speech act performed 
through another one and where an underlying 
pragmatic meaning included. Holmes (2013) 
states that the language that people use will be 
influenced by the participants, the setting, the 
topic, and the function, which is related to the 
reason people are speaking.  
A speaker performs indirect speech acts to 
express his/her intention implicitly. Indirect 
speech acts occurs when there is an indirect 
relationship between the sentence form (the 
structure) and the function. According to Yule 
(1996), a different approach of distinguishing 
the speech acts can be made on the basis 
structure, those are declarative, interrogative, 
and imperative. People use declarative to make 
statements, and use imperative to give 
instructions, which can be orders, requests, 
advice, etc., while interrogative is used to ask 
questions, and ends with a question mark. When 
the sentence form/structure (declarative, 




accordance with their function, therefore, the 
speaker is performing an indirect speech act.  
Finding out indirect speech acts might be 
difficult when there is no information of the 
circumstances surrounding the event. The 
context of the occurrence need to be considered, 
as it might influence the intended meaning of an 
utterance. 
The utterance “A small ‘thank you’ 
wouldn’t go amiss” is a kind of declarative 
sentence, which is used to make statement. If 
context is not given to the utterance, literally, 
the sentence means that it is not wrong to say the 
word “thank you”. When context is given, the 
meaning can be different, in terms of the 
speaker’s meaning/intention. 
According to the context in the movie, 
Mycroft and Sherlock just escaped from a prison 
in Serbia, and were seen to have relaxing in a 
private room. They were talking about the effort 
they both did to escape the prison, where 
Mycroft thought he had helped Sherlock from 
the torture, and escaping the prison by 
disguising as one of the soldiers. Therefore, the 
utterance “A small ‘thank you’ wouldn’t go 
amiss” can be interpreted according to the 
context, Mycroft wanted Sherlock to show 
gratitude to him, because of his help. Therefore, 
while in the form of declarative sentence, the 
utterance act as a command, an imperative 
sentence, which makes it an indirect speech act. 
 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
Conclusion 
The aim of this research was to identify the 
indirect speech acts and the intended meaning 
behind the utterances by considering the context 
of the occurrence. The indirect speech acts were 
identified by considering the mismatch between 
the sentence form and the function. The context 
is important to determine the function, for the 
reason that it influences the meaning of the 
utterance. It was determined by concerning the 
participant, the settings, the topic being talked 
about, and also the function, referring to why the 
utterance occurred. This was resulting in the 
findings of 11 utterances, which are recognized 
as indirect speech acts. The characters in the 
movie used indirect speech acts as a request, 
command, suggestion, invitation, and refusal. 
Based on the findings, there were five data 
belonged to refusal speech acts, two request 
speech acts, one invitation speech act, two 
command speech acts, and one suggestion 
speech act. This showed that indirect speech act 
utterances in the movie were mainly used as a 
refusal to an offer or invitation. 
 
Suggestion 
The writer would like to propose some 
suggestion to those who have interest in 
conducting a research regarding pragmatics, 
especially indirect speech acts, to investigate 
different and various objects, and elaborate 
more about the analysis. The next researcher 
may focus on one or two kind of indirect speech 
acts, for example indirect directive speech acts, 
and use other kind of literary work. Also, it 
would be better to consider using a more 
detailed way or theory in determining the 
context, as the theory used in this research only 
covers four aspects, they are participant, 
settings, topic, and function, which some are 
probably not shown explicitly in movies. It is 
hoped that a new, fresh ideas will be the main 
interest in conducting the research regarding 
indirect speech acts. Hopefully, this research 
will be beneficial for further research as a 
reference regarding indirect speech acts. 
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